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IN THE SPACE OF A DECADE, the Library lost nearly a dozen 
staff to AIDS. In the early years of the epidemic, illness and death 
often came with breathtaking speed, just a few years or even months 
after diagnosis. We were a community united by shock, grief and 
compassion as our friends and coworkers grew thin and struggled 
with painful and debilitating conditions. At first there were no 
medications to combat the virus itself, and people eventually died 
of various opportunistic diseases. It was a time of fear and anxiety 
as well. There were educational Early Birds sponsored by University 
Health Services to inform and reassure us— the virus could not be 
transmitted casually, and there were things we could do to help our 
friends. There were too many sad stories—sons who came out to their 
parents just in time to tell them that they were dying, the young dying 
before their lives could unfold, older men dying before they could 
reach that dreamed-of retirement.

The obituaries speak for themselves, and they reveal a very 
different time and culture at the Library. There is warmth and a deep 
sense of community in these stories written by coworkers, a sense 
of the departed as complete people, but also a careful tracing and 
celebration of careers—reclasses, promotions, transfers, rotations—as 
people worked their way up the Library ladder, supported by an 
active staff development policy.

This booklet is a snapshot of library history during one particular 
decade. Any omissions from that time are inadvertent. There were 
many more library staff who lived with AIDS and died years or even 
decades later, often when they were no longer library employees. 
There are others still living with AIDS, and there were and are many 
survivors of that time who never became HIV positive. Some were gay 
rights and AIDS activists, others turned their concern and compassion 
to a more personal and private sphere. Many more library staff 
have contributed in many ways to supporting AIDS-related services. 
There is no way to acknowledge everyone, except to say thank you, 
everyone everywhere. 

— Aija Kanbergs, Instructional Services, The Library, 
University of California, Berkeley, June 2009



ROBERT FILOMENO w  1949-1986

Robert Filomeno was the 
first person from the Library 
to die of AIDS. The virus had 
only recently been identified, 
and there were no treatments 
for it. Robert was hired as an 
Administrative Assistant in 
the Acquisition Department in 
1980, and a few years later he 
worked in the same capacity as 
an assistant to the director of 
Library Business Services.  
At the time of his death, Robert 
had left the Library, and was 
working for University Health 
Services. His original obituary 
could not be located.

California’s miscegenation laws forced Robert’s Filipino father 
and his Mexican mother to go out of state to marry. Robert’s acute 
awareness of injustice lead him to actively work to help others. 
Carrying his dual cultural heritage proudly, Robert grew up in 
Watsonville, where his mother worked in a produce processing plant. 
Her stories of frogs caught in the spinach chopper had many of us 
swearing off frozen spinach forever.

Robert was a warm, unpretentious and very generous person, 
with a great love of jazz and film, particularly the films of Les Blank. 
He was vastly knowledgeable about music, and always happy to 
share and teach. He was also an amazing cook, building on his 
mother’s regional Mexican cooking.

Robert was a loyal friend to many people at work and beyond. 
His death, just months after diagnosis, was shocking and devastating. 
He left behind many friends, too many of whom were to follow him 
in death.

— Aija Kanbergs



GORDON ALLENBAUGH w  1931-1987

The library and the university 
have lost a long-time loyal friend. 
Gordon Allenbaugh joined the 
Library as a Mail Clerk in 1960. 
Gordon saw the early days of UCB 
book storage at the Intercampus 
Library Facility. He started in 1964 
working half-time in Richmond 
and the other half handling mail, 
and became the manager of 
ICLF(N) in 1965. Gordon joined the 
Acquisition Department in 1967 
as a half-time LA II. His knowledge 

of languages, his willingness to work diligently with a high degree of 
independence, and the consistently high quality of his work quickly 
earned him advancement. Within a year he was working full time, and 
in 1969 his position was reclassified to LA III. With the establishment 
of the Collection Development Office in December 1972, he assumed 
responsibility for the Germanic Languages Section of the Bibliographic 
Division, taking over from a librarian the handling of order placement 
for library materials in all languages and countries encompassed by 
his area assignment. His position was reclassified to LA IV in 1973. 
Responsibility for supervising the Romance Languages Section was 
added to Gordon’s job in 1976, first as Acting Division Head and later 
as its head while continuing as head of Germanic Languages. In 1983 
the Romance/Germanic Languages Order Division was formed, and in 
1984 Gordon was again reclassified, this time to LA V.

Gordon mastered a myriad of bibliographic details and library 
procedures in the course of his twenty years in Acquisition. A partial 
list of the languages in which he worked at different times includes 
Arabic, Danish, Dutch, Catalan, Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, 
Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish and Russian. He worked at the 
General Reference desk for a couple of years, and for several years 
at the Catalog Information Desk, and he assisted with selection and 
review of materials in the languages within his division.

Gordon never liked cubicle furniture. In the old open room 
he could (and did) make his opinions and wit heard from his desk 
at one end of the room to the department head at the other. He 



was a staunch defender of his staff and a successful critic of the 
administration, which respected his candor, his experience, and his 
judgment.

The enemy of such syntactical laxness as split infinitives, Gordon 
was also a nature fan. He could cite genus and species of virtually 
every tree on campus, and even knew their fruit and pine-cone cycles. 
He was also an amateur sonnetist and a musician (piano, saxophone, 
choral singing)—one who had the rare pleasure of hearing his own 
composition played onstage. Gordon pursued studies in German 
language and literature on campus, in other languages, and, when the 
first wave of automation loomed before the Acquisition Department, 
he audited a survey course on library automation.

—Sita Amiguet, Aija Kanbergs, Ben Yanez, Doug Lancaster,  
Gary Handman, Joe Barker

Gordon Allenbaugh was an extremely generous man, not only with 
material things, but with his time, his concern, his spirit. His modesty 
and self-deprecating wit couldn’t hide his kindness and compassion—
the self-declared “El Cheapo” was the softest touch in the library. He 
was also very funny. His humor brightened every situation, and helped 
to put things into perspective. Many things come to mind: his immense 
store of very funny jokes, the witty captions to illustrations and book 
ads, the hilarious notes (in various languages) he left on co-workers’ 
desks, the time Gordon, in a characteristic gesture, threw the carriage 
of his old clunker of a manual typewriter one time too many, sailing 
it across the room, and then marched into Marion Murdoch’s office, 
carriage held aloft, announcing that now, indeed, he did need the long-
requested new typewriter. And then, of course, there were the Great 
Rubber Band Wars in the “good old days” before cubicles separated us 
all. Gordon bore his illness with an exemplary courage and dignity. He 
was a very brave man. We all miss him very much.

—Aija Kanbergs

Gordon’s co-workers shall always remember his warm and 
fun-loving personality. He knew well how to combine his duties as 
supervisor with caring friendship. His sense of humor gave life to the 
monotony of our daily routines… and we will miss his delicious biscuits 
at our future parties. We will think of him with loving friendship. 

—Benjamin Yanez



RUSSELL  KENNETH GARDINER w 1931-1988

Death came peacefully 
at home to Russell Gardiner 
on Monday morning, 
April 25th. He will be 
remembered by many 
saddened colleagues and 
friends who during the last 
36 years have known him 
at Berkeley. Russell’s career 
with The Library began in 
1952 with his service as 
a student assistant in the 
Reserve Book Room (RBR) 
from 1952 to 1959 with 
time out for U.S. Army 
Service, 1953/56. During 
his undergraduate years 

he worked as a Post-graduate Research Linguist on the Machine 
Translation Project while earning his degree in Slavic Languages and 
Literature. Following the receipt of his MLS degree in 1966 he re-
joined the staff of The Library and over the next 20 years distinguished 
himself as Head of the Slavic Cataloging Section, Principal Cataloger 
with the Catalog Department and Head of the Bibliographic Services 
Department. He retired in poor health in 1986 and became involved 
in actively pursuing many personal interests including cooking (he 
intended to write a cook book) and painting. One of his paintings, 
which he offered as a gift to his department, hangs near the 
Secretary’s desk in the Bibliographic Services Department.



 DAVID ARTHUR MCDANIEL w  1957-1990

Library staff and students 
at the Library School will be 
saddened to hear that David 
McDaniel died on Monday, 26 
March, at Alta Bates Hospital.

Enrolled in the Library 
School in 1983, David 
received his MLIS in 1984, and 
the Certificate in Bibliography 
in 1985. He worked with 
Professor Robert D. Harlan on 
early San Francisco imprints, 
and entered the doctoral 
program in Spring 1986.

David’s first Library 
position was in the 
Acquisition Department’s Processing Division. After a year he moved 
to The Bancroft Library’s Acquisitions Division, where he worked 
from 1984 to 1986. During a one-year sabbatical from his graduate 
studies, David signed on full-time as a charter member of the Bancroft 
Retrospective Conversion Project, where his active intelligence 
and eye for detail helped make some order of the chaos of the 
disassembled catalog. With his return to school in the Fall of 1987, he 
assumed a new role in the Bancroft Copy Cataloging Unit as a part-
time copy cataloger. He soon became an avid rare books cataloger.

He had a passion for the book as a physical and intellectual 
quantity, and an encyclopedic knowledge of its history and 
production. Add to this erudition an astute eye for descriptive 
cataloging, and it is clear what made him a natural for handling such 
bibliographically diverse (and demanding) projects as the Elinor Heller 
bequest of Grabhorn-printed materials.

Friends will remember his amazing quick wit, which often enabled 
him to see many sides to a question in less time than it took to pose it. 
His bright light burned twice as fast.

  —Steven Black, The Bancroft



TAYLOR HANSEN w  1963-1991

Taylor Hansen’s three-year 
battle with AIDS ended on 
Wednesday, April 17. He was 
27 years old.

Taylor’s association 
with the Library began in 
1982 when he worked as 
a student employee in the 
Serials Database Processing 
Division. He became a career 
employee in 1985 when he 
was hired into the Serials 
Department Payment Division, 
where it was our privilege to 
work with him. He transferred 

to the Music library in 1989 and made many friends there, as well.
Beyond being an extremely gifted musician and writer (a winner 

of U.C. Berkeley’s Eisner prize), Taylor was a wonderful friend. Those 
who knew him will miss him very much.

  —Sue Miller and Claudia Farbman



ELLIS SHEPPARD, JR.  w  [d.1991]

Ellis Sheppard, Jr., 
Head of the Gift and 
Exchange Division of the 
Acquisition Department, 
died unexpectedly this 
Saturday, October 26, 
1991. Ellis’ departure is a 
great loss to the Library of 
one of its most valuable 
and well-liked staff 
members.

Ellis joined the Library 
over 25 years ago in 
January 1965, and his 
career upward to LA V led 
him through most of the 
gamut of library work. But 
the origins of his library career can be traced at least as far back as 
1962, when Ellis worked as a Student Office Assistant at the library of 
the Tuskegee Institute of Alabama. At Berkeley, he began as a Clerk/
trainee in what is now Photographic Services. Within two years he 
was promoted and transferred to the Education/Psychology Library 
as Assistant Head of Circulation (LA I). In September 1968, he was 
promoted to LA II as Assistant to the Catalog Librarian in Ed/Psych. 
In January 1970, Ellis moved to the Acquisition Department as LA III 
in the Gifts Division. In 1982 he was reclassified LA IV as Assistant 
Head of Gifts and Exchange. Two years later he was appointed Head 
of Gifts and Exchange, and was one of the first staff to be designated 
LA V when this classification became available in 1985.

Ellis was very actively involved with people and organizations 
whose major concerns were to promote minority employment, equal 
opportunity, and affirmative action. He was a charter member of 
the AFT(1570) and of AFSCME(1695), and an outspoken advocate, 
before it was a widely held view, that organized labor should address 
the special problems of women and minorities in the University. As a 
member of the InterUnion Committee for Minorities 1968, Ellis worked 
to document racism and to seek remedies by minority representation 



at all levels in the university community. He was concurrently active in 
the Catholic Inter-racial Council, the Urban League, the Berkeley Black 
Caucus, and the NAACP, and several other national organizations 
whose goal was, as he put it, to “bring unrepresented and under-
represented groups into the mainstream of economic life.” He was 
appointed to the Library Affirmative Action Program for Minorities 
Committee in 1971, and continued to volunteer his time on other 
Library and University committees as called.

Ellis never hesitated to take strong, active stands in order to 
achieve ends in which he believed. He joined those who took 
leave, unable to work productively, during the 1969 protests and 
occupation of campus by the National Guard. On his own time at the 
time of the Library strike in 1972, Ellis helped publish, multilith and 
distribute a union-viewpoint library newsletter.

As Head of Gifts and Exchange he was instrumental in the 
formulation and implementation of Exchange Policy and strengthened 
the revenue generating capabilities of the Book Sale. He organized 
and implemented the conversion of exchanges to Innovacq. A quiet 
but always strong advocate for the needs and special requirements 
of both exchange and gifts work, Ellis made substantial strides in 
consolidating his unit’s strengths. His advice was frequently sought 
by other institutions worldwide who were attempting to establish 
exchange or gift programs.

Dance, and in particular the Oakland Ballet, were among Ellis’ 
great loves. Every Christmas, he would take a group of minority 
children to a performance of the Nutcracker Suite ballet. A memorial 
fund in Ellis’ name is being established at the Oakland Ballet.

Those of us who have known Ellis over the years remember him 
as always helpful, cheerful, and optimistic. His kindness and good 
humor were a joy to everyone who worked with him. He will be 
sadly missed by members of the Acquisition Department, Library, and 
the community.



BENJAMIN YANEZ w  1957-1993

The Library is a smaller place, 
again. We lost another one of our 
own on March 31, 1993, when 
Benjamin Yanez died from AIDS-related 
complications following a relatively 
brief period of decline. He was 35 
years old.

Ben took pride in his work. The 
Library as a whole, Acquisition as a 
department, and the Order Division 
as a unit received lasting benefit from 
his efforts and contributions. After 
receiving a BA in Spanish Literature 
from Berkeley, Ben was hired in June, 1980, as an LA I for Spanish/
Portuguese ordering in the Romance Division of the Acquisition 
Department. He maintained a lifelong commitment to the Latin 
American and Hispanic collections at U.C. Berkeley. As he advanced 
through the ranks to LA II in 1981, and LA III in 1985, the Romance 
Division merged into the Romance/Germanic Division, and later a 
combined Order Division.

Ben’s multilingual fluency, subject expertise and love of his work 
proved invaluable to selectors in his area, and ultimately lead to 
his Special Performance Award in 1991. Years of library service and 
a Masters of Library and Information Science received from U.C. 
Berkeley in 1986 capped his long-standing goal to become a librarian 
and further enhanced his value to the Library. Sadly, Ben’s illness 
prevented him from actively pursuing a professional position. During 
13 years in the Acquisition Department, he remained actively involved 
in Department and Library projects. He helped the Library AIDS 
Awareness and Information Project organize exhibits and workshops. 
Ben was among the first staff members to work on the Library 
Information Desk, and he worked on the Public Health reference 
desk during his internship in Library School. His AIDS resources 
bibliography was used at the reference desk of the Public Health 
Library and by numerous Bay Area libraries and AIDS information 
organizations. He attended ALA conventions and SALALM 
conferences for Latin American specialists, and worked on the local 
arrangements committee for a SALALM conference in Berkeley.



Without pretense or apology, Ben was always Ben. No illusions, 
no self-delusions. He possessed an engaging personality and witty 
self-awareness that captivated us. Ben was talented and sociable, 
capable and dedicated, interested and interesting. And outrageous. 
Ben could laugh at life and laugh at himself. His lively sense of humor 
complemented his broad range of interests and experiences. He 
often took trips to his native Mexico as well as Europe, the Caribbean 
and elsewhere. Ben enjoyed life and those of us who worked around 
him enjoyed life with him. It was easy to feel at ease around Ben.

Ben never acted like a dying man, and he never wanted to be 
treated like one. He chose to live right to the end instead of stopping 
short and conceding months or years to a cruel and unrelenting 
affliction. His courage and perseverance in the face of a premature 
death should give us pause to value his true worth as a friend.

Ben would have wanted us to celebrate his life rather then 
to mourn his death. After an appropriate interval, the Acquisition 
Department will host a party in honor of Benjamin Yanez and in 
accordance with his wishes. 

If you blink and look quickly, you might visualize him entering 
the department or sitting at his desk, an impish grin on his face and 
eyebrows raised at some new witticism he cannot wait to share.

The Library is an emptier place without you, Ben, and our 
workspace less inviting.

— The Order Division Staff and the Acquisition Department



FRANK HAWLEY w  1947-1994

After a long battle with AIDS, 
Frank Hawley died at home on 
November 17 in the company of 
close friends. He made many friends 
in more than a decade of service 
to the library. His UCB library career 
began in 1980 when he was hired 
by the Catalog Department to work 
on the retrospective conversion of 
serials to RLIN. In 1981 he moved 
to the then Database Management 
Unit, and when it merged with the 
Library Systems Office in 1982, Frank 
began his programming career. He was involved in the development 
of UCB’s GLADIS system from its inception, and was instrumental in 
implementing many of its key features. We could count on Frank for a 
ready solution to the most arcane programming problems.

While Frank will be remembered for his kindness and patience 
in sharing his knowledge with fellow programmers, his programming 
skills were only a small part of his remarkable repertoire of 
accomplishments and interests. He was a printer, a spinner, a weaver, 
a calligrapher, a photographer and a musician. His varied interests 
included film, cartoons, bike riding, roller skating, bread making 
and collecting “really neat” and potentially useful junk. Frank would 
periodically delight us with a new and colorful hand-knit pair of socks, 
a hand-sewn shirt with a whimsical print pattern, or a new and nifty 
programming routine such as a perpetual calendar or moon phase 
tracker.

Even to the end of his struggle with his illness Frank never lost 
his ability to entertain us with his sardonic humor. He attempted to 
rehearse us for his final exit by retiring prematurely in 1992; but we 
were poor students all, and now for sorrow can scarce speak our lines.

—Library Systems Office



RICK VELEZ w  1952-1996

Rick Velez, a valuable 
member of the UC Berkeley 
Library staff for 21 years, 
passed away on April 27th 
after a long struggle with 
AIDS.

Because of his love 
of languages and books, 
the Library was for Rick 
the perfect milieu for his 
spiritual and intellectual 
pursuits. He joined the Gifts 
and Exchange Division in 
the Acquisition Department 
as a student employee 
in 1975 and became a 
permanent employee in April 

1979. In October 1984 he transferred to the Bibliographic Services 
Department where he remained until 1995.

Fluent in French, Russian and Spanish with a reading knowledge 
of Classical Greek and Latin, Hebrew, Old Church Slavic and Polish, 
he was invaluable to the Library and his services were in demand 
transliterating and cataloging many esoteric languages.

Rick had a great zest and love of life and learning. He was a 
spiritual person and gave freely of himself for other people. He was 
an AIDS volunteer with Shanti, and he worked extensively with the 
national Names Project. Among his many talents was performing as 
a tenor in a Russian Orthodox choir and with the Slavyanka national 
chorus.

He will long be remembered for his flair, humor and magnetism 
which made him stand out in the library and in his life.

—Elena Balashova, Lee Leighton, Tonette Mendoza,  
Alex Warren, James Woodmansee



The obituaries appear here as they were 

printed in CU News, the UC Berkeley Library 

newsletter. Memorial service information and 

suggested recipients of memorial donations 

have been omitted. The UC Berkeley AIDS 

Quilt panel on the cover appears by 

permission of Jenne Mowry. Cost of printing 

donated by friends. Twenty-five numbered 

copies printed by Minuteman Press in 

Berkeley, June 2009.


