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The Science of Earthquakes
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and precise in their observations. Reid's elastic rebound theory was important because it explained
that the earth's crust could move along a fault line without an earthquake occurring, thus creating
tension. This tension could only be relieved during a huge earthquake. These contributions among
others helped mark the study as a valuable achievement in earthquake studies. In many ways, the
commission's report remains a primary reference today.

Gilbert and Branner's students photographed the fault throughout northern and southern California.
As this photo demonstrates, the fault displayed its course through torn landscapes, displaced fences,
and collapsed structures.


